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TRIBUTE TO THE CITY OF

ROSSFORD AND THE AUTHORS
OF ‘‘AS I RECALL’’

HON. MARCY KAPTUR
OF OHIO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 18, 1999

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, Henry James
once said, ‘‘it takes a great deal of history to
produce a little literature.’’ Today I rise in trib-
ute to the extraordinary people of Rossford,
Ohio, who have recorded the first hundred
years of history of their community in a book
entitled, ‘‘As I Recall.’’

Mr. Speaker, a community is made up of
neighbors who care, whose spirit makes the
community what it is. This book, four years in
the making and written by more than twenty
members of the community, tells the stories of
these neighbors, their triumphs and tragedies.
It is their history that made Rossford the place
it is today. And, as we see how life has
changed since then, it’s also a comfort to
know that some things just don’t change in
Rossford—it’s still a community where neigh-
bors help neighbors and where people try to
live up to the legacies of those who came be-
fore them.

The authors of this labor of love include: Jo-
sephine Ignasiak; Milo Louis Bihn; Stanley
Brown; Mary Lou Hohl Caligiuri; Virginia
Craine; Arnold Frautschi; Estelle Heban; Vir-
ginia (Grod) Heban; Arlene Hustwick; Lucille
H. Keeton; Lee Knorek; Frank Kralik; Frank
Newsom; Eleanor Nye (Mary Kralik).

Also Valeria Ochenduszko; Gabriel Palka;
Sister Janice Peer; Rosalie and Steve Peer;
Sally Plicinski; Jim Richards; Maureen Rich-
ards; Ben Schultz; Stan Schultz; Judy Sikor-
ski; Pat Sloan; Charlotte R. Starnes; Audrey
Stolar; Dr. Don Thomas; the Tisdale Family;
Ed Tucholski; Irene Verbosky; Kim Werner;
and Marjorie Wilbarger.

For me this book is very special as our fa-
ther and mother operated a family grocery in
Rossford when my brother Steve and I were
growing up. We were flattered to be asked to
include our recollections of Rossford.

Mr. Speaker, may we congratulate Rossford
reaching this milestone and be inspired by the
people who gave so much of themselves so
that our history would forever be preserved.
f

HONORING UAW LOCAL 599
REUTHER AWARD RECIPIENTS

HON. DALE E. KILDEE
OF MICHIGAN
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Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, it is my great
pleasure to pay tribute to 25 members of UAW
Local 599, who will be recipients of the Walter
P. Reuther Distinguished Service Award. On
Saturday, November 6, 1999, these individuals
were honored at the 19th Annual Walter and
May Reuther Twenty Year Award Banquet.

Local 599 has always had a special place in
my heart because my father was one of its
original members. Over the years, Local 599
has developed a strong and proud tradition of
supporting the rights of working people in our
community, and improving the quality of life for
its membership. This year marked the 60th

anniversary of the local’s charter, and its com-
mitment to working for decent wages, edu-
cation and training, and civil and human rights.

Mr. Speaker, it is indeed an honor to recog-
nize these special individuals who have dili-
gently served their union and community. Dur-
ing this time, each one of these UAW mem-
bers has held various elected positions in the
union. And there is no question they have rep-
resented their brothers and sisters well.

It is very fitting that these 25 people be re-
cipients of the Walter P. Reuther Distinguished
Service Award. Walter Reuther was a man
who believed in helping working people, and
he believed in human dignity and social justice
for all Americans. The recipients of this award
have committed themselves to the ideals and
principles of Walter Reuther. They are out-
standing men and women who come from
every part of our community, and they share
the common bond of unwavering commitment
and service.

Mr. Speaker, I would ask my colleagues in
the House of Representatives to join me in
honoring Robert Aidif, David Aiken, Dale
Bingley, Dennis Carl, Jessie Collins, Russell
W. Cook, Harvey DeGroot, Patrick Dolan,
Larry Farlin, Maurice Felling, Ted Henderson,
James Yaklin, Ken Mead, Don Wilson, Frank
Molina, Shirley Prater, Gene Ridley, John D.
Rogers, Dale Scanlon, G. Jean Garza-Smith,
Robbie Stevens, Nick Vuckovich, Jerry J.
Ward, Greg Wheeler, and Tom Worden. I
want to congratulate these fine people for all
of the work they have done to make our com-
munity a better place to live.
f

HUMANITARIAN WORK’S HEAVY
TOLL

HON. TONY P. HALL
OF OHIO
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Mr. HALL of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
in memory and in honor of 24 people who lost
their lives last week trying to help those who
are suffering in Kosovo.

These aid workers and others were on a
flight between Rome and Pristina. Wreckage
of their plane was found only a few miles from
their destination. They were United Nations
employees and aid workers serving private
charities, police officers taking time off their
regular jobs to help bring peace to Kosovo,
doctors and scientists, and the crew that flew
the route regularly for the World Food Pro-
gramme.

Mr. Speaker, we have discussed on this
floor what the onset of winter will mean for ref-
ugees who returned to their homes in Kosovo
to find only rubble. We have worried over their
fate and tried to provide funding for people
who would act on our shared concerns—peo-
ple like those who died Friday.

In a region riven by bitter clashes between
ethnic groups, the ethnic background of those
who have come to their aid is remarkable for
its variety. Those who died personify this com-
ing together for the sole purpose of easing
suffering: 12 Italians, three Spaniards, two
Britons, an Irishman, a Kenyan, a
Bangladeshi, an Australian, a Canadian, an
Iraqi, and a German.

Theirs are the faces of the United Nations,
faces that signify hope to millions of people

around the world. We sometimes forget that
the U.N. has a very human face—and a re-
markable number of dedicated employees.
The World Food Programme, which provides
food aid to 75 million people in 80 countries,
is just one example of the United Nations at
work. Since 1988, this organization has lost 51
employees to work-related accidents, ill-
nesses, and attacks—including three who died
last week. They died fighting the hunger that
gnaws away the lives of one of every seven
people in the world, assisting in projects that
too often exacted the heaviest human cost.

Mr. Speaker, as we look forward to our
Thanksgiving meals next week, let us pause a
moment to reflect on those who died last week
trying to eradicate starvation—much as our
dear friend and colleague, Congressman Mick-
ey Leland, did 10 years ago.

Together with Mickey, we remember Ro-
berto Bazzoni, Paola Biocca, Andrea Curry,
Velmore Davoli, Nicolas Ian Phillip Evens,
Abdulla Faisal, Marco Gavino, Kevin Lay,
Raffaella Liuzzi, Miguel Martinez-Vasquez,
Jose Maria Martinez, Alam Mirshahidul, J.
Perez Fortes, Richard Walker Powell, Daniel
Rowan, Thabit Samer, Paola Sarro, Laura
Scotti, Antonio Sircana, Carlo Zechhi, Julia
Ziegler, Andrea Maccaferro, Antonio
Canzolino, and Katia Piazza.

They all were heroes to the hungry and suf-
fering people of the world, and they all de-
serve our thanks and our prayers for the fami-
lies they left too soon.
f

CELEBRATING THE OPENING OF
THE STOWERS INSTITUTE FOR
MEDICAL RESEARCH IN KANSAS
CITY, MISSOURI
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Ms. MCCARTHY of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I

rise today to honor Jim and Virginia Stowers
on the launch of the Stowers Institute for Med-
ical Research located in my district in Kansas
City, MO. Their generous support of biotech
research will profoundly impact upon the lives
of those who suffer from cancer, and benefit
the friends and family members of those who
battle the disease. On this occasion, I salute
the Stowers for their selfless contributions to
the field of science in establishing their insti-
tute to bring ‘‘Hope for Life.’’

To our community, Jim and Virginia Stowers
are local heroes. To those who will one day
benefit from their charity, they will no doubt be
referred to as saints. Their remarkable story is
triumphant and inspirational. In 1958, Jim
Stowers founded Twentieth Century Investors
and created what would later be known as the
American Century Companies. Today, Mr.
Stowers heads the company as chairman of a
successful multi-billion dollar firm investing in
mutual funds across the nation. His wife, Vir-
ginia, worked as a nurse to support her grow-
ing family and her husband’s dream. She
shared her husband’s vision and confidence
by working to help her family and those most
in need in her nurturing professions as nurse,
wife, and mother.

Their commitment to cancer research is de-
rived from their own hardships and personal
survival experiences. Mr. Stowers was diag-
nosed in 1986 with prostate cancer. Mrs.
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